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student of Raghupathi Venkataratnam Naidu. In those days the
college which was known for its social and cultural activities,
celebrated the coronation of George -V in December 1911. The
students who were enthusiastic to participate in extra-curricular
activities wanted to put on boards a popular play "Sasirekha
Parinayam" on that occasion. Dikshitulu and Annapoornaiah took
an active part in the drama, Dikshitulu filled the role of the hero-
ine. Sasirekha. Annapoornaiah and Alluri Sitaramaraju also par-
ticipated in the drama as handmaids. The fact that they were
given feminine roles shows that, they were handsome boys with
fine features. Annapoornaiah's brother Dikshitulu was known
for his histrionic talents. That performance of the two younger
boys also received praise from audience including elders and
elite of the town. It is a matter of special interest to note that
Alluri Sitarama Raju played an additional role as "Narada" and
sang melodiously. It is really a surprise how Sitarama Raju who
was so tender and delicate could become in his later life a terror
to the British Government. His name is permanently recorded in
history as the hero who had led a revolt apainst the foreign Gov-
ernment and sacrificed his life for the freedom of the mother
land. Later on Annapoornaiah was expressing his surprise how
Sitarama Raju with his tender feet used to run bare footed in the
thick jungles with sharp stones and thorns!
This drama in which, Annapoornaiah, his brother and Sitarama
Raju participated was enacted in synchronisation with an auspi-
cious event in the college. The coveted title of "Rao Bahadur"
was conferred upon the principal Raghupati Venkataratnam
Naidu. Annapoornaiah who had veneration for the principal was
extremely happy as though he himself had received the honour.
But Sitaramaraju was indifferent. Obviously he was not impressed
with the honour because it was confrrred by the British Govt.
This did not appeal to his intense 1 atriotism and love of free-
dom.
In connexion with the coronation of George V, photographs
of the king and along with them medals of German silver were